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There’s a program that’s been on TV forever called “Antiques 
Roadshow.” On this program experts come to a town or city to 
appraise the value of things people bring in to them.  The people 
come in with their item and an expert gives it a thorough 
evaluation and tells them what it’s worth.  Many times the 
results of the evaluation are something like “It looks like an 
original, but really it’s a copy.”  Or they might say, “If weren’t 
for that dent there, or the torn wrapping it would be worth a lot 
more.” And in those cases, the person goes home a bit 
disappointed. 

But the real joy in watching the program comes from those 
occasions when a person comes in with something that was 
handed down to them by a parent or grandparent, for example, 
and they just are curious as to whether it has any monetary value 
and then they find out, yes!, this item is an original and in good 
condition and is worth a good deal of money! 

That doesn’t mean that they necessarily go out and sell it, but 
they do go home happy to know that they have something that 
has more than just sentimental value. 

Knowing that we have something of value can have a lot 
beneficial effects, even when we know we will never be able to 
part with it.  It lends us a sense of dignity and appreciation to be 
the inheritors or owners of such an item.  It keeps away the 
thought that everything is just run-of-the-mill in our lives, with 
no bright spots, or that we have nothing to fall back on. 

The first two parables in today’s Gospel really play off of that 
experience.  In both cases, the person who discovers the item of 
great value is anxious to obtain it, not necessarily so that he can 



 
 

sell it again at profit but because he recognizes the inherent 
value of having it. 

Let’s think of the kingdom of heaven from that point of view.  
For one thing, it’s not something we can sell in any event.  Its 
value does not come from the market.  It comes from the effects 
that such a reality has on our life.  What happens to a person 
when she discovers “the pearl of great price,” the thing she has 
been looking for, perhaps without knowing it, only to exclaim 
when she discovers it, “There it is! That’s what I’ve been 
looking for all along!” 

For some people that sort of experience comes when they realize 
that they have found the person they want to live the rest of their 
life with.  Marriage can be a most fruitful arrangement in our 
lives for discovering how God is acting in it and introducing us 
into an awareness of the kingdom of heaven.   

I am not married, but I do believe I have found treasure in my 
life only because it is a part of the kingdom of heaven.  For me, 
it has a lot to do with knowing that God has called me to serve 
him and when I answer yes to that call I am much closer to 
being my best self, to being the person I really want to be and to 
be known for, and that gives me peace and a freedom from the 
fear of missing the opportunities he had in mind for me. 

There’s a lot to be said for knowing that you are in the right 
place, even when it is difficult.  It makes perseverance easier. 
Not having to search constantly for what we are to do is itself a 
treasure. 

The key element, both the parables that Jesus tells as well as in 
the story about the wisdom of Solomon, is that all these cases 



 
 

the people involved are able to see the value in what they have 
found or, in Solomon’s case, what he is looking for.  In that 
sense, their persistence in not settling for something less is 
greatly rewarded.  They all have been paying attention.  They’ve 
been on the lookout for their true treasure. 

If we are satisfied with how things are, we will be less inclined 
to do that.  We’ll settle for what is, and maybe even get 
complacent.  The kingdom of heaven is closer to those who have 
a longing for it, who look at their lives and, as much as they 
might cherish them, recognize that there is something more to be 
had—not more stuff, but more of God—his presence and 
activity and gifts in their life. 

Solomon was already king when he asked for wisdom, but he 
knew he wanted more, he needed more.  He wanted to be a good 
king.  He wanted to do right by the privilege that God had given 
him.  He knew that for that to happen he would need more of 
God’s gifts, wisdom being primary among them.  We have to 
search for the greater gifts from God, to long for them and to 
trust that they will be given to the one who asks for them. 

What gift of the kingdom of heaven is on your wish list?  How 
active are you in keeping a lookout for it? 


